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versity* The rising enrollment, coupled with the falling birth
rate, wrought a significant shift between 1934 and 1936 in
the structure of American education. Though the number of
public high schools rose by nine hundred, elementary schools
shrank by about four thousand. Some fifty public and two
hundred private institutions of higher learning also came into
existence.
The plight of public schools early in the Depression was
often desperate. A municipal-economy drive, backed by citi-
zens' committees and chambers of commerce, had picked edu-
cation as its initial victim. In Chicago in 1932-1933, where
tax delinquency and bad government had long afflicted the
community, the teachers, unpaid for a year and victimized still
longer by the issue of scrip and tax warrants, in April, 1933,
staged a demonstration which drew nation-wide attention.
In New York City eleven thousand teachers were idle in 1932
and 1933, while at one stage five out of six of Alabama's
schools were closed. Throughout the country twenty-six
hundred schools, largely rural, had ceased by the beginning
of 1934; shut doors and shortened terms affected nearly ten
million children. Only gradually did these conditions improve
with the nation's economic upturn.
"Progressive" education, particularly in urban schools,
continued in the saddle, but the Depression stripped away
some of its faddism. Cross-fertilization between private and
public schools served the advantage of both, helping to save
the former from eccentricity and snobbery, the latter from
mechanical routine and notions of mass production. In ele-
mentary education the "child-centered" instruction of the
twenties yielded to the "community-centered" school, fos-
tering more projects built about social and economic themes.
In the high schools, as at the college level, much talk was
heard about the unification of knowledge for the benefit of
daily living and the practical welfare of mankind, "Integra-
tion/* "orientation" and "frames of reference" became the

